Oxford and the Reformation

Henry and Laureate of both Universities. He was
very proud of this distinction, and, not being troubled
by any excess of modesty, he wrote a poem of 1600
lines in praise of himself:

** A Kynge to me myn habite gave;
At Oxforth the Universyte,
Auvaunsed to that degre
By hole consent of theyr Senate,
I was made Poete Laureate."

So he says; and Cambridge apparently followed suit
and admitted him (1493) to a corresponding degree,
and likewise encircled his brows with a wreath of
laurel.

Skelton jeered at the Cardinal's pride and pomp;
at his low birth (his *e greasy original **) and his lack
of scholarship. There was more truth in Shakespeare's
description of him as a "scholar and a right good
one," for the "Boy Bachelor" had taken his degree
of B.A. at fifteen years of age, " a rare thing and
seldom seen." He held a fellowship at Magdalen,
and was bursar for a short while, as we have seen;
for six months he acted as master of Magdalen School,
and in 1500 he was instituted to the Rectory of
Lymington, thanks to the favour of the Marquis of
Dorset, whose three sons had been his pupils at the
school. It is not every man who is given even one
chance in life, but at last to Wolsey, as to Wykehara,
the opportunity came. He pleased the King by the
speed with which he performed the first errand on
which he was dispatched; and from that time he
never ceased to advance in power and the confidence
of his sovereign. The account of that episode, which
he gave after his fall to George Cavendish, is one of
the most profitable lessons in history. It is the secret
of success as recorded by a bankrupt millionaire.

Wolsey never allowed his ecclesiastical and political
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